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From The Superintendent’s Desk — By Dr. Plas 

February 2017 — Issue 6 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

As you may know, there is a lot of financial trouble in the state of Nebraska as they begin this legislative session.  The current 

projections are showing that there will be close to a one billion dollar shortfall in the biennium if nothing changes to the state 
budget.  If history holds true, there will be massive cuts to education based on these projections since education accounts for 

about 25% of the state budget.  While many do not think we receive state aid, we do for special education reimbursements 
and option enrollment.  Like many (170 of the 245 schools in NE) we do NOT receive any type of equalization aid since our 

resources (property valuation) outweigh our needs according to the TEEOSA formula.  Due to this funding mechanism, Ne-
braska ranks 49th in the country in state aid given to schools.  Because of the lack of state money being put into education it is 

not surprising that Nebraska also ranks 7th in the country for reliance on local property taxes.  Here at Lakeview, since we are 
not able to receive any type of ‘equalization aid’ from our state, our property owners are forced to shoulder a large majority 

of the financial needs for our school district. 

 

In many recent interviews, Governor Pete Ricketts has said high property taxes are a direct result of local schools overspend-
ing.  This is flat out NOT TRUE!  Nebraska schools have averaged a 4% increase per year to their general fund over the last 10 

years.  Lakeview has averaged just a 1.5% spending increase per year over the last 5 years despite our student population in-
creasing by 30%.  With increasing insurance rates, wages, electric costs, fuel costs, and transportation costs I would consider 

these statewide and Lakeview increases pretty darn good!   

In response to this negative publicity, Lakeview has been trying to be active in not only spreading a positive message about 
public schools but also working to advocate for a new funding mechanism for public education in our state.  We have been 

working with several organizations to come up with a common message to take to the legislature.  We have two guiding prin-

ciples that all can agree upon: 

1.  Adequate and sustainable funding of high quality  K-12 education is imperative for the future of Nebraska 

2.  Tax reform which reduces the over-reliance on local property taxes is necessary to balance the tax burden with all Nebraska 

taxpayers 

 

You will be seeing some articles in local and state newspapers in the next week or two about this very topic.  Please know 
Lakeview is not sitting back and doing nothing about this misinformation and fund mechanism problem.  We want to be on the 

front lines trying to do what is best for our students, our school, and our patrons.   

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call me at Lakeview Jr./Sr. High!    
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Congratulations to Kolby Blaser for 

being selected as the December, 

Junior High Student of the Month. 

Kolby is recognized for her leader-

ship in class, and helping others out 

when they were in need. Awesome 

job Kolby!! 

 

Lakeview Academic/Career Fair!!  

When: January 30th, 2017--- 5:00-8:00pm   

Where: The Lakeview Jr.-Sr. High School Commons area.  

Why: Over 20 colleges and businesses will be in attendance!  

For younger students it is a perfect time to start asking questions about the re-

quirements needed for potential colleges or learning the skills and education you 

will need for the careers you want!  

Congratulations to Andrew 

Herley for being selected 

as the December, High School 

Student of the Month. Andrew 

is recognized for his service to 

others, his positive attitude and 

his respect and caring towards 

others. Super job Andrew! 

Madeline Fremarek is February's Artist of the 

Month!  Madeline is a freshman in Painting class and is 

the daughter of Jeff and Jill Fremarek.  We used text 

to divide a paper into different shapes while creating a 

focal point.  Madeline said about her art, "It was fun 

working with so many colors, that in the end it all 

came together to a point on a piece of paper."  
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Dear Parents and Students, 

With the arrival of the second semester seniors will soon need to finalize their post high 

school plans. If you need an updated transcript please be sure to e-mail me your request noting the  

school you want it sent to. Please check the scholarship blog on the school’s website often to be up 

to date on new scholarships. Local scholarships will soon be available as well. If the scholarship re-

quires a letter of reference please give ample time for the reference to be written. Do not wait until 

the last minute to request a reference. If you have received a scholarship award letter please let me 

know so I can include it in your file for awards night. Also be sure to check the ScholarshipQuest 

website for any scholarships you may have missed. 

All juniors will be taking the ACT on April 19th, at no cost to the student, in accordance to 

new state legislation. To prepare for this Lakeview is offering a semester long ACT prep class and 

we will also be offering a month long preparatory course preceding the April 19th test for all juniors. 

The month long course will take place in the student’s regular math, science and English classes. 

The scores from the April 19th test will count as college entrance exam scores. Students may also 

register to take the ACT on other dates at www.act.org but this will be at the student’s expense. 

Juniors who have not taken a college visit should plan to take at least one visit in the spring. 

Parents please be sure to accompany your student on their visit. You can schedule a college visit by 

visiting the admissions page of the college of your choice and contacting the admission department. 

If you are unsure of how to do this I can help you set up a visit. Also be sure to pick up a college 

visit form from the guidance office before you take the visit. There are also a number of college 

fairs in March and April that may help in narrowing down where you might want to make a college 

visit. A list of those college fairs is in included in Education Quest portion of this newsletter. 

If you have still not completed the FAFSA help for the financial aid process can be found at 

https://www.educationquest.org/resources/fafsa-tools/ You can also call to set up a personal, free 

appointment to meet with Education Quest to complete your FAFSA. The Lincoln office can be 

reached at 800-303-3745.  

Bill Johnson 

http://www.act.org
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We welcomed Mr. Russ Freeman back to CLS to hand out the BUG Awards.  Students who 

received the BUG award for the second quarter were 

Emma Splittgerber, Brody Splittgerber, Katee Korte, Ma-

kayla Finecy, Maddie Splittgerber, and Reese Janssen.  

Congratulations to all of you!  Keep up the great 

work!! 

The Fasbreak Award was also presented for the second quarter.  Makayla Finecy 

was the recipient.  Way to go Makayla!!  We couldn’t be prouder!! 

On Friday, Jan. 13, Bruce Wall and Aaron Wendorff from Camp Luther presented a chapel lesson to the 

CLS students.  Action songs and a lively skit helped us learn about the promises of God.  After the chapel 

lesson, they showed a video of the various camps students can attend during the summer.  What a great 

way to learn more about Jesus!  

Lutheran School’s Week will be celebrated Jan. 22-27.  The special week will start out with the K-8 stu-

dents singing in the church service.  They also will be leading the service.  Special events will be taking place 

each day to celebrate our Christian Day School.   
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Lost items? We have an abundance of  lost items in 

the school offices.  Please stop in when you are at 

one of  the elementary schools or Junior-Senior 

High School and claim what might belong to you or 

your child.  We encourage you to mark your child’s 

items for easy identification.  

Christmas Food Challenge a Success!   

 Platte Center Elementary participated in the annual food challenge 

sponsored by our Student Council.  Students brought canned and boxed 

food and competed between classrooms to see who could bring in the 

most food.  464 items were collected from our very generous families and 

was donated to the Platte County Food Pantry.  The 2nd grade won the 

challenge and received an extra recess for their efforts.  The 6th Grade 

class was a close 2nd! 

Platte Center Science students in Grades 4-6 are once again attempting to raise rainbow trout in 

the classroom. Last year the students were able to see the development of the trout to the “fry” 

stage, and this year they are hoping to raise the 

trout to the “fingerling” stage.  This is a project de-

veloped by the Nebraska Game and 

Parks.  Rainbow trout eggs were delivered on 

January, 11 and are currently in the “eyed” stage 

which means that the embryo is developing nor-

mally and is now able to withstand considerable 

movement.  With 10-15 days the wiggling embry-

os will release enzymes to dissolve the eggshell, 

and eventually will break through the shell.  The 

next stage will be the alevin or sac fry stage and 

will be between three quarters to l inch in 

length.  The alevin discard their shell membranes, 

but the yolk-sacs remain attached to their stomachs.  Students will be responsible for testing the 

ph, nitrite, and ammonia levels of the water three times a week.  Data recording and observations 

will be recorded weekly.  Wish these future fish biologists luck! 
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